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DETAILED ACTION 
Double Patenting 

1 . Claims 1-9 and 1 1-29 are provisionally rejected on the ground of nonstatutory 
obviousness-type double patenting as being unpatentable over claims 10-23 of 
copending Application No. 10/391,597. Although the conflicting claims are not identical, 
they are not patentably distinct from each other because they both teach an imaging 
device that sends image data wirelessly, an image server for storing the image data 
received wirelessly and a mini-laboratory for generating printed matter based on the 
image data received. 

This is a provisional obviousness-type double patenting rejection because the 
conflicting claims have not in fact been patented. 

Response to Arguments 

2. Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1-9 and 11-31 have been 
considered but are moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

3. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

4. Claims 1-2, 6-7, 12-16, 20-21, and 25-28 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as 
being unpatentable over U.S. Patent No. 6,943,909 to Goldstein et al. in view of U.S. 
Patent No. 5722076 to Sakabe. 
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Regarding claim 1 , Goldstein teaches a wireless communication apparatus 
(image pump 120) comprising: 

wireless communication means (Figure 2,210) for carrying out data 
communication via a wireless communication network (Id.) with an imaging apparatus 
(digital camera 110) having communication means (the antenna of element 110) for 
sending image data (column 3, lines 50 to 57) obtained by capturing means (Id.) to the 
wireless communication network (210 and element 120) ;and 

storage means (image pump 120) for storing said image data sent from the 
imaging apparatus (camera 110) and 

wherein said wireless communication means (image pump 120) are connected 
via a wired communication line (Figure 3, 320 or 330) to a printing system (Photography 
Service Provider 130) for carrying out printing processing on said image data. 

Goldstein fails to specifically temporary storage for temporarily storing said data 
and for coordinating the difference in communication speed between wired and wireless 
communications. However, Sakabe teaches temporary storage for temporarily storing 
said data (fig. 2, col.4 t line 41 to col.21) and for coordinating the difference in 
communication speed between wired and wireless communications (fig. 2, col.4, line 41 
to col.21). Therefore, it would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in art at 
the time the invention was made to apply the teaching of Sakabe to Goldstein to provide 
a method for controlling the data load condition and monitoring the data load. 

Regarding claim 15 , Goldstein teaches a wireless communication apparatus 
(image pump 120) comprising: 
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wireless communication equipment (Figure 2, 210) which carries out data 
communication via a wireless communication network (Id.) with an imaging apparatus 
(digital camera 110) having a communication unit (the antenna of element 110) which 
sends image data (column 3, lines 50 to 57) obtained by an image capturing unit (Id.) to 
the wireless communication network (210 and element 120); and 

a memory (image pump 120) which stores said image data sent from the imaging 
apparatus (camera 110), 

wherein the wireless communication equipment (image pump 120) is connected 
via a wired communication line (Figure 3, 320 or 330) to a printing system (Photograph 
Service Provider 130) for carrying out printing processing on said image data. 

Goldstein fails to specifically temporary memory which stores said data. 
However, Sakabe teaches temporary memory which stores said data (fig.2, col.4, line 
41 to col. 21). Therefore, it would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in art at 
the time the invention was made to apply the teaching of Sakabe to Goldstein to provide 
a method for controlling the data load condition and monitoring the data load. 

Regarding claim 7 , Goldstein and Sakabe further teach a printing system 
comprising: 

an image server (see Goldstein, inherent in view of column 7, lines 45 to 53) 
connected to at least one wireless communication means of claim 1 via the wired 
communication line (see Goldstein, the Photography Service Provider would have to 
include an image server), for storing said image data sent from the wireless 
communication means; and 
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a mini-laboratory for generating printed matter based on said image data stored 
in the image server (see Goldstein, column 7, lines 45 to 53). 

Regarding claim 21 , Goldstein and Sakabe further teach a printing system 
comprising: 

an image server (see Goldstein, inherent in view of column 7, lines 45 to 53) 
connected to a least one wireless communication equipment of claim 15 via the wired 
communication line (see Goldstein, the Photography Service Provider would have to 
include an image server), for storing said image data sent from the wireless 
communication equipment; and 

a mini-laboratory for generating printed matter based on said image data stored 
in the image server (see Goldstein, column 7, lines 45 to 53). 

Regarding claim 28 . Goldstein and Sakabe further teach a printing system, 
comprising: 

an image server means (see Goldstein, inherent in view of column 7, lines 45 to 
53) connected to at least one wireless communication means of claim 1 via the wired 
communication line (see Goldstein, the Photography Service Provider would have to 
include an image server), for storing said image data sent from the wireless 
communication means; and 

a means for generating printed matter based on said image data stored in the 
image server means (see Goldstein, column 7, lines 45 to 53). 

Regarding claims 2 and 16 . Goldstein and Sakabe further teach wherein the 
printing system comprises: 



Application/Control Number: 10/648,367 Page 6 

Art Unit: 2617 

an image server (see Goldstein, inherent in view of column 7, lines 45 to 53) 
connected to the wireless communication apparatus via the wired communication line 
(see Goldstein, the Photography Service Provider would have to include an image 
server), for storing said image data sent from the wireless communication apparatus; 
and 

a mini-laboratory (see Goldstein, column 7, lines 45 to 53) element for generating 
printed matter based on said image data stored in the image server. 

Regarding claims 6 and 20 . Goldstein and Sakabe further teach wherein the 
imaging apparatus sends order information representing the content of a printing order 
regarding said image data, together with said image data (see Goldstein, column 5, 
lines 28 to 35). 

Regarding claims 12, 25. and 29 , Goldstein and Sakabe further teach said 
imaging apparatus including a device for selecting a printing format for said image data 
prior to output to the wireless communication network (see Goldstein, column 5, lines 28 
to 35). 

Regarding claims 13 and 26 . Goldstein and Sakabe further teach wherein the 
wireless communication means connects to the temporary storage means (see 

s 

Goldstein, Figure 2). 

Regarding claims 14 and 27 . Goldstein and Sakabe further teach wherein the 
temporary storage means are upstream from the wired communication line (see 
Goldstein, Figure 3). 
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Regarding claim 30 , Goldstein and Sakabe further teach the wireless 
communication apparatus according to claim 1, wherein the temporary: storage means 
automatically coordinates the difference in communication speed between wired and 
wireless communications (see Sakabe, fig.2, col.4, line 41 to col. 21). 

Regarding claim 31 , Goldstein and Sakabe further teach the wireless 
communication apparatus according to claim 1, wherein .the temporary storage means 
sends the image data to the printing system and deletes the image data after sending 
the image data to the printing system (see Sakabe, fig.2, col.4, line 41 to col. 21). 

5. Claims 3, 5, 8, 11,171 19, 22, and 24 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as 

being unpatentable over U.S. Patent No. 6,943,909 to Goldstein et al. in view of U.S. 
Patent No. 5722076. to Sakabe further in view of Official Notice. 

Goldstein and Sakabe further disclose all the elements of dependent claims 3, 8, 
17, and 22 except wherein the printing system is installed in a DPE store. However, the 
Examiner takes Official Notice that printing stores are well known in the art, for example 
Kinkos or Staples. Therefore, one of ordinary skill in the art would have known and 
understood that the printing system could be installed in a store. 

Goldstein and Sakabe further disclose all the elements of dependent claims 5 
and 19, except wherein the communication means/equipment of the imaging apparatus 
is installed in a communication chip. However, the Examiner takes Official Notice that it 
is well known in the art to use microchips of various forms to control communication 
functions, one example is the proliferation of SIMs. Therefore, it would have been 
obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to have known and understood that the imaging 
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apparatus of Goldstein would use a communication chip to control its wireless 
communication with a wireless network. 

Goldstein and Sakabe further disclose all the elements of dependent claims 1 1 
and 24, except wherein the communication network enables communication with the 
imaging apparatus using a roaming function. However, the Examiner takes Official 
Notice that roaming in wireless networks and between wireless devices is well known in 
the art and therefore it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to 
have known and understood that roaming would be enabled. 

6. Claims 4, 9, 18, and 23 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over U.S. Patent No. 6,943,909 to Goldstein et al. in view of U.S. Patent 
No. 5722076. to Sakabe further in view of Admitted Prior Art. 

Goldstein and Sakabe further teach all the elements of dependent claims 4, 9, 
18, and 23, except wherein the wired communication line is an ADSL. However, 
Applicant admits that ADSL wired communication lines are well known. See, page 3, 
line 4 of the originally filed application. Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of 
ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to use an ADSL wired 
communication line as the wired line in Goldstein because they have high speed. 

Conclusion 

7. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Khai M. Nguyen whose telephone number is 

571 .272.7923. The examiner can normally be reached on 8:00-5:00. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Joseph feild can be reached on 571.272.4090. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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